Self-perceived differences in the female orgasmic response.
This investigation was concerned with perceived differences between orgasms experienced via masturbation, petting, and sexual intercourse and the relationship of such differences, if any, to sexual satisfaction. An anonymous questionnaire was distributed to registered nurses in fifteen states concerning sexual attitudes, sexual behavior and the female sexual response. Although 76% of these respondents reported perceived differences between orgasms experienced via masturbation, petting, and sexual intercourse, no differences were found between respondent groups for either physiological or psychological sexual satisfaction. Several other variables were identified which affected perceived levels of sexual satisfaction. A clear understanding of these findings should be helpful in counseling patients with sexual problems.